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Re C O m m e n d e d Wa I k ' n Ro u 'I'e 5 35 The feudal lord's palace was located in Mito Castle’s Ninomaru, and the domain-school,
tr il Kodokan, was located in Sannomaru. ‘g
rx At that time, Senba Loke was 4.88 times the size of The present lake, and the feudal )
23 —

lord and his chief vassals crossed from Mito Castle to Kairakuen by boat. =

»  Kodokan Walking Route |Mito Castle Walking Route ,‘k

Distance: Approx. 1.5km. Distance: Approx.1.7km.
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ReqUIred time: Approx. Thour Thegound trip to the Nlnc‘?n%ru Sumiyagura Corner Tower is

approximately 700 m and requires an additional 20 minutes. [
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We also recommend visiting Kairakuen, rich in Japan Heritage.

15 minutes by bus from the north exit of Mito Station on the Komon shrme

How to get to Kairakuen B w H)

JR Joban Line Bus stop at the , (Birthplace of Kodokan Kalrakuen Park ofIbarak|
Platform 4 :To Kairakuen — Get off at "Kairakuen- north exit of Mt Tour Tokuga(\jN? Méts[ulkugl,
Tokiwa Jinja-mae" Mito Toshogu Shrine Mito Station ito Tourist second feudal lor 0 A : : )
To Sakuragawa Depot — Get off at "Rekishikan Kairakuen Iriguchi" Information Center of the Mito Domain) KOdOkan OffICG 1-6-29 Sannomaru, Mito, Ibaraki 310-0011

Platform 6 :To Kairakuen — Get off at "Kairakuen" near the ticket gate

Tel: +81 29-231-4725
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tionjabout: Kodokan = 1 [Shizen-do Goza-no-ma
- — — W S’hiz?n-do atou (Chambre du Seigneur) ]
Gozo=no-ma *g* The personal chamber of the
@ N G o domain lord, used for rest.
* This room was where Tokugawa
Restored I Yoshinobu, the 15th shogun,
Ba;h[mou§e expressed his submission and
and Latrine 1 Sizen-do self-imposed seclusion in the
= e HNii—}r;;rrTm first year of the Meiji era (1868).
: ' [ / [ikken-tatami Corridor] | | i [Shizen-do Ni-no-ma
. — - - The corridor connecting = (Second Room) and
[Seicho (Main hall) Seiseki-no-ma (Main seating T Seicho and Shizen-do e . ; S . ]
area)] served as a waiting area %s——Srzen—e‘jo _»Slzen-dO% i an-no-ma (Thlrd.Room)
Exams and various ceremonies were held in the for retainers assigned to 2 1 San-no-ma " Yon-no-ma These rooms were designated as
presence of the feudal lord. 1‘ [ guard the domain lord. study spaces for the domain
TR — %— ] lord’s children. Tokugawa Yoshi-
- o Lo nobu (whose childhood name
Tobd 1= || latami Corridor - : - Tamari was Shichiromaro) also studied
—Iriga A/OlJ Rubbi f Jikken-tatami-Corridor (Ha,ai#g—ﬂ‘ here.
thueK‘l’%gi‘%'{'ki ¥ D 5f the Shubai-kihi
' Monuméent | | Central Bangashira Lt Noningyo ‘
Th er - = # 1@ COUrtyard | g\ !
[Taishijyo] Asgb%“elim . | Tsum\eShO* L [ Bangashira Tsumesho (Chief Retainer’s Post) ]
Martial arts exams ¢ Seicho 1 _ _ _
e (iR EE) L 4 — , This was the station where the bangashira
were held within the AS=1—{ Sei-seki ] hief retai the lead f th
losed area. Inscription 1 | 5 || -« | I .| (chief retainer), the leader of the
(:Angtches rea E no-ma ® s 2 Kokugo Obangumi (guard unit), remained on
held with samural 2 | The_Two_Large T duty to protect the domain lord.
from other domains. :_1‘ | Seich Characters J‘Obangumi [Kokuro Tsumesho (Reconstructed)]
= Seicho S'\e'cl N "Sonjo" (EI®)iTiumesho i bit Materia This was the station where the senior
=I5 Ni-no- ‘an‘ o) | 1 Ir R00 retainers (karo) and other officials
—la e ma Sh()¥°k“1k0's‘h0— , remained on duty.
770 .
= T Tomaril..— (9] [Obangumi Tsumesho (Guard Unit
= e iThe "I&deakﬁ" (Holding ShoeRack Gakusei S'ra'rion)]
ipti Reem) Keisho i i i
Inscription This was the station where the Obangumi
% ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ | ‘ | ‘ o ‘ ................................................................................... (guard un[t) remalned On duty .to protect
‘ the domain lord.
. . @
[Seicho (Main holl) Ni-no-ma (Second room) and da Visitor Entrance Garden Path
San-no-ma (Third room)] e Platfo Entrance
Exams and various ceremonies were held here, attended by \
senior vassals. The two rooms, Seiseki-no-ma and Nin-no-ma, Seicho . \
were also used as lecture halls. = Entrance . Building Area: 811m
. ) ) ) [ 4 Kodokan Ticket *Including Restored Sections
[Il‘lgOWG (Corrldor)] [Seicho (Main Hal ',,‘ Office

A tatami-covered corridor between ~ Shoyakukaisho
the tatami room and the veranda.
Often seen in the mansions of feudal

lords and high-ranking samurai.

I , @ ‘
f [Seicho (main Hall) Entrance]
Visitor waiting room.

The entrance to the main hall boasts a large ceremonial
platform. Bullet holes from the Battle of Kodokan in 1868
remain in the door of the platform.

The Architecture of Kodokan

Kodokan was a domain school established by Tokuga-
wa Nariaki (1800-1860), the 9th lord of the Mito
Domain. In the 10th year of the Tenpo era (1839), a
site was designated.withinsthe:Sannomaru-area-of
Mito Castle, ;and construction began the following
year. The building was completed in July of the 12th
year of Tenpo (1841).

Seicho (Main hall), also known as the "Gakko Goten"
(School-palace), was where the domain lord presided
over-academic.and.martial_-examinations.-The Shi-
zen-do served:-as the-lord’s -personalichamber for
rest. Both structures are built in the shoin-zukuri
architecturalystyle; featuring floors, shelves, cham-
fered corner:pillars;‘and-decorative horizontal beams

(Nageshi). They are connected by a long corridor
known as the Jikken-tatami Corridor. The Seicho also
includes an attached study alcove (Tsukeshoin).

The:roofs:exhibit a.distinctive-regional character. The
entrance to Seicho has a hip-and-gable (Iri-
moya-zukuri)‘roof, while the back of the Seicho and
the Shizen-do feature hipped roofs (Yosemune-zuku-
ri). All roofs are covered with sangawara tiles, incor-
porating decorative "wachigai-gawara" tiles.into the
prominent main-ridge (Omune),-which-is noticeably
large, reflecting local architectural-traits. Another
unique feature is the-entrance eaves; where a'lower
roof covered with - wooden 'shingles ' (Kokera-buki)
extends underneath. This lower roof is supported by

and Latrine)

Total Tatami Count: 302.5 mats
Number of Rain Shutters: Approx. 200

independent pillars and additionally secured with
suspended metal fittings.

By the late Edo period, many domain schools were
established across Japan. Among the existing histor-
ical structures, Kodokan is one of the largest and
most well-preserved. While the architecture follows
the orthodox shoin-zukuri style, its'grand yet simple
design conveys a sense of dignity and embodies the
presence of a prestigious feudal domain.

(Reference: "Cultural Properties of lbaraki, Vol. 39"

Tracing Nariaki’s Vision Embedded in Kodokan

Tokugawa Nariaki, the founder of Kodokan, had consistently conveyed
his thoughts and policies to the people in various ways since assuming

his role as the domain lord. Throughout Kodokan, remnants of his phi-
losophy and ideals can still be found. As you explore the architecture,
take a moment to trace the sentiments and aspirations Nariaki left
behind.
O “Kodokan” Inscription n
Written by Tokugawa Nariaki. The reverse side bears the inscrip- L
tion "Written on a midwinter day in the 12th year of Tenpo." Mid-

winter (ff %) corresponds to the 11th month of the lunar calen- I

dar. e
@ Two Large Characters "Sonjo” (&i%)

At the command of Tokugawa Nariaki, Matsunobe Sadao, the domain
physician (whose artistic name was "Nen"), inscribed these characters.
"Sonjo" is an abbreviation of "Sonno Joi" (B £ 1#3) (Revere the Emperor,
Expel the Barbarians), a philosophy that became a defining slogan in
late-Edo period Japan. Since 1998 (Heisei 10), the inscription has been
displayed in its current location.

© “Gei ni Asobu” (FHE) Inscription

Written by Tokugawa Nariaki, this phrase

originates from a passage in the Analects

of Confucius: "The Master said: Commit

yourself to the Way, rely on Virtue, align

with Benevolence, and find enjoyment in the Arts."

"Arts" (Gei) refers to the Six Arts:

Rites (#L) — etiquette and ceremonial conduct
Music (#) — musical mastery

Archery (51) - proficiency in archery
Charioteering (f#l) — equestrian skills

Calligraphy () - handwriting and literary artistry

Mathematics (#{) - numerical and logical reasoning

This phrase emphasizes a holistic approach to learning—encouraging
one to engage freely and deeply with the arts, rather than being rigidly
confined to scholarly or martial disciplines. It reflects an ideal of cultivating
both intellectual and artistic pursuits with a sense of ease and refinement.

@ Rubbing of the Kodokan-ki Monument

Authored and inscribed by Tokugawa Nariaki, the Kodokan-ki records the
founding principles and educational philosophy of Kodokan. It was publicly
announced under Nariaki’s name in the 9th year of Tenpo (1838). The
drafting of the text was entrusted to Fujita Toko, who meticulously refined
it by incorporating scholarly opinions, ensuring that every single character
was crafted with deep thought and care.

The monument is housed within the Hakke-do Pavilion in Kodokan Park.

6 Estampage du monument Kanameishi Kahi

Composed and inscribed by Tokugawa Nariaki, this poem reads:
"Yukusue mo / Fuminatagaeso / Akitsushima / Yamato no michizo /
Kaname nari keru"”

It conveys the guiding principles that should be followed by the Japanese
people. The monument stands on the southern side of the Confucian Temple.

® "Shizen-do" Inscription

Written by Tokugawa Nariaki, Shizen-do (&%) derives from a passage in
The Great Learning: "The way of the Great Learning lies in manifesting
bright virtue, loving the people, and resting in the highest good."

The phrase "resting in the highest good" (IEIRZ %) signifies conducting oneself
based on absolute moral excellence.

© Rubbing of the Shubai-ki Monument

Authored and inscribed by Tokugawa Nariaki, this text outlines the purpose
behind his planting of plum trees at Kodokan and Kairakuen. The monument
stands on the southern side of the Hakke-do Pavilion.

® Noningyo (Farmer Doll)

This enlarged sculpture is based on the small farmer dolls
that Tokugawa Nariaki personally cast and distributed to
children. The original Noningyo was palm-sized, and Nariaki
would place it at the corner of his dining table, offering a
portion of his meal to the doll before eating as an expression
of gratitude toward farmers.

© Gakusei Keisho (Student Bell) &

Authored and crafted by Tokugawa Nariaki, this bell bears an inscribed
waka poem on its surface: "For those who seek knowledge, Loud and clear,
Resounds the bell’s voice at dawn."

On the inner surface, an inscription details the origins of the bell’'s casting.

Near the upper ceiling, rubbings of both the outer and inner inscriptions are
displayed. The bell tower is located west of the Confucian Temple.




